
Living the Jesus Way – Part 2 

Session 4:  

HOW TO SPOT  

FALSE PROPHETS 

 

 

Matthew 7:15-23 
15 “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they 
are ferocious wolves. 16 By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from 
thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17 Likewise, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad 
tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good 
fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 
Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them. 

 
True and False Disciples 
21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only 
the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day, 
‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and, in 
your name, perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away 
from me, you evildoers!’ NIV 
 

 

• Exploring Matthew 7:15-23 
 
 

o Matthew 7:15 

 

o Matthew 7:16-20 
 
 
 

 
o Matthew 7:21-23 

 
 
 



• What Does Good Fruit Look Like? (from “The Jesus Lifestyle” by Nicky 
Gumbel) 

 
1. The Fruit of Character 

 
 

2. The Fruit of Conduct  
 
                                                    

3. The Fruit of Teaching 
 
 

4. The Fruit of Love 
 
 

5. The Fruit of Relationship 

 
 

6. The Fruit of Influence 
 
 
 
QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

1. What are the key dangers of listening to false prophets? 

 

2. When Jesus talks about recognizing both true and false prophets by their 
“fruit”, what does He mean? What are examples of the kinds of fruit we 
should look for? 

 

3. What does it mean to live a “consistent life”? How can we achieve this?  
What is the importance of consistency? 

 
4. The Old Testament sets out three ways to test for false prophets. What 

are they, and how can we put them into practice? 

 
5. How can we be sure whether or not someone has a living relationship 

with Jesus Christ? 

 
6. Have you ever come into contact with a false prophet? How did you know? 

What was your experience? 


