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THIS WEEK’S MESSAGE: 

Choosing Grace
Matthew 18:21-35 (NIV)

21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive 
my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?” 22 Jesus an-
swered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. 23 “Therefore, 
the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to settle accounts with his 
servants. 24 As he began the settlement, a man who owed him ten thousand 
bags of gold was brought to him. 25 Since he was not able to pay, the master 
ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to 
repay the debt. 26 “At this the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be patient 
with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back everything.’ 27 The servant’s master 
took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go. 28 “But when that servant 
went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred silver 
coins. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ 
he demanded. 29 “His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be pa-
tient with me, and I will pay it back.’ 30 “But he refused. Instead, he went off and 
had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the debt. 31 When the other 
servants saw what had happened, they were outraged and went and told their 
master everything that had happened. 32 “Then the master called the servant 
in. ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you 
begged me to. 33 Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I 
had on you?’ 34 In anger his master handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, 
until he should pay back all he owed. 35 “This is how my heavenly Father will 
treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”
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Prelude                                                                              Janet Bell

Greetings & Life in the Church                           Kristin Jackson

Reception of New Members                                     Rick Pratt

Call to Worship                                                                                                                
Leader: How blessed we are that God forgives us and loves us! 
People: For all those times when we have fallen short of  what God would 

have us be, we have been forgiven.  
Leader: God sets us free and makes us new!
People: Now is the time to joyfully accept the freedom and newness of  life 

which God offers to us.  
Leader: Come, let us worship and be thankful.
All: Let us open our hearts to the peace and joy of  God. AMEN.

Songs of Worship & Praise   
                                 Of  The Father’s Love Begotten                No. 240
                  Break Forth O Beauteous Heavenly Light                   No. 264

First Scripture Reading                                                    Psalm 130

Prayer of Confession & Assurance of Pardon
Song of Thanksgiving          Joy To The World                   No. 270

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer
Second Scripture Reading                                Matthew 18:21-35

Message                              Choosing Forgiveness            Ben Downey

Song of Response                                                  Handbell Choir

Offering            Child Of  Mary, Son Of  Heaven             Adult Choir

Doxology & Celebration of Life
Benediction
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Choosing Forgiveness
SERMON NOTES

I.       Home is . . .

II.     We all have pain

 •  It does not help to compare our pain with others

III.   Matthew 18:21-35

 •  Jesus doesn’t want you to keep track

 •  Forgiveness is a process

 •  Forgiveness doesn’t mean there aren’t consequences or 
 boundaries that need to be put in place

IV.   We want justice

 •  What was done to us often blocks out what was done for us

 •  The cross is the key

V.     Luke 17:4-6

 •  It’s not the quantity of our faith, but the kind that matters

 •  Let Jesus do the work

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Sharing Life Together
1.   Krispy Kreme or Spudnuts? Or something else?

2.  What do you think about when you hear the word “home”?

3. Do you have, or have you had, a pet that you consider/ed part of 
 your family?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS - cont

Reflecting on the Message Together
1.   There is a lot about forgiveness that didn’t get named in the 

  message. What comes to mind? Take some time to talk about 
  and reflect on those other aspects?  

2.  Read Matthew 18:26-27. Did the master give the servant what 
  he asked for? What can we conclude about the nature of our  
  Master?

3.  What do you think caused the first servant to react the way he
  did once his debt was cancelled? We all, at some time or anoth-
  er, have behaved like that servant did. For you, why do you think
  that is?

4.  Do you agree with the idea that the act of forgiving others is a 
  process? Why or why not?

5.  Read 1 Peter 2:24. Justice, indeed punishment, has already been 
  poured out. How do we reconcile our desire for justice for 
  what was done to us with the fact that justice has already been 
  served?

6.  In Luke 17:4-6, Ben didn’t talk about the fact that Jesus is 
  instructing a response to a brother or sister who asks for 
  forgiveness. What about someone who doesn’t ask for forgive-
  ness? Does Jesus’ point still apply? Why or why not?

7.  Our ability to forgive begins where we recognize how much 
  we’ve been forgiven. To keep this in view, we must continually 
  come to Jesus, to the cross, to be reminded of his loving for-
  giveness. What pain do you need to bring to the cross so you 
  can receive the gift of forgiveness that will overflow out of your
  heart and into your home?

8.  Everyone is different. Everyone’s pain is different. What we 
  have in common is that we all have pain. What might be the first 
  (or second or third or fourth, etc.) step for you in the process of 
  forgiving?

    a.  Is there anything for which you need to seek forgiveness 
from someone else?


