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THIS WEEK’S MESSAGE: 

Be Careful
Matthew 6:1-8;16-18 (ESV)

          1“Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen 
by them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 
          2 “Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites 
do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say 
to you, they have received their reward. 3 But when you give to the needy, do not let your 
left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. And 
your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 
               5 “And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and 
pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, 
I say to you, they have received their reward. 6 But when you pray, go into your room and 
shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in 
secret will reward you. 
             7 “And when you pray, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do, for they think 
that they will be heard for their many words. 8 Do not be like them, for your Father knows 
what you need before you ask him. 
      16 “And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their 
faces that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their 
reward. 17 But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 18 that your fasting may 
not be seen by others but by your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in 
secret will reward you. 
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Prelude                                                                              Ina Kaser                                      

Greetings & Life in the Church                        Rev. Shari Grover

Call to Worship                                                            
Leader: Among the gods there is none like you, Lord; no deeds can compare with 

yours.  
People: For you are great and do marvelous deeds; you alone are God.
Leader: Teach us your way, LORD, that we may rely on your faithfulness; give us 

undivided heart, that I may revere your name.
People: I will praise you, Lord my God, with all my heart; I will glorify your 

 name forever.  
All: For great is your love toward me; you have delivered me from the depths, 

 from the realm of  the dead.

Songs of Worship & Praise 
                           We Have Come To Join In Worship               No. 207
                                         Be Thou My Vision                           No. 562

First Scripture Reading                                                      Psalm 27

Prayer of Confession & Assurance of Pardon
Song of Thanksgiving   
                                Beneath The Cross Of  Jesus                     No. 320

Prayers of the People & The Lord’s Prayer
Second Scripture Reading                         Matt. 6:1-8;16-18 (ESV)

Message                             Be Careful                          Steve Schlahta

Song of Response     I’d Rather Have Jesus                                No. 506

Offering                    The Love Of  Christ       Choir & Sheila Gephart  
Doxology & Celebration of Life
Benediction
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Be Careful
SERMON NOTES AND DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Notes: 
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Discussion Questions

Sharing Life Together
 1.  Besides God and your immediate family, who or what has 

had the biggest influence on the person you are today? In 
what ways? Why?

2. Have you ever regretted following the crowd in being 
unduly influenced to do something that you knew wasn’t 
good? What do you think is the most important thing you 
have learned through those experiences?

Reflecting on the Message Together
 1.  According to Jesus, what makes a person a hypocrite?  

2.  How do we hold together the tension between “letting 
your light shine so that people may see your good deeds 
and praise your Father in heaven” and “being careful not 
to practice your righteousness before others to be seen 
by them?

3.  What are the rewards we are encouraged to pursue? How 
are these rewards shaping your life? What can we do to 
set our hearts on godly rewards?

4.  Which spiritual disciplines (e.g. giving, praying, fasting) 
do you find easy to do in secret and which ones seem 
more challenging? Why?

5.  As you read this Scripture passage, what stands out to 
you? What questions or concerns, if any, does it raise?

6.  How did God speak to you through this message today?

7.  How can we pray for one another?


