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THIS WEEK'S MESSAGE:

Jacob
Genesis 28:10-22; 32:23-31(NIv)

1 Jacob left Beersheba and set out for Harran."When he reached a certain place,
he stopped for the night because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones there,
he put it under his head and lay down to sleep.'?He had a dream in which he saw a
stairwayrestingonthe earth, withitstop reachingtoheaven, and the angels of God
were ascending and descending on it. ®There above it stood the LORD, and he said:
“lamthe LORD, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac. | will give you
and your descendants the land on which you are lying. “Your descendants will be
like the dust of the earth, and you will spread out to the west and to the east, to the
north and to the south. All peoples on earth will be blessed through you and your
offspring.™lam with you and will watch over you wherever you go, and | will bring
youbackto thisland. I will not leave you until have done what | have promised you.”

*When Jacob awoke from his sleep, he thought, “Surely the LORD is in this place,
andlwasnotaware of it.””He was afraid and said, “‘How awesome s this place! This
is none other than the house of God; this is the gate of heaven.”

B Early the next morning Jacob took the stone he had placed under his head and set
it up as a pillar and poured oil on top of it. " He called that place Bethel, though the
city used to be called Luz.
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Genesis 28:10-22; 32:23-31(NIV)- cont.

2Then Jacob made a vow, saying, “If God will be with me and will watch over me on
this journey | am taking and will give me food to eat and clothes to wear ? so that
| return safely to my father’s household, then the LORD will be my God ??and this
stone that | have set up as a pillar will be God's house, and of all that you give me |
will give you a tenth.”

2 After he had sent them across the stream, he sent over all his possessions. % So
Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him till daybreak. 2 When the man
saw that he could not overpower him, he touched the socket of Jacob’s hip so that
his hip was wrenched as he wrestled with the man. # Then the man said, “Let me
go, foritis daybreak.”

But Jacob replied, “l will not let you go unless you bless me.”
Z"The man asked him, “What is your name?”
“Jacob,” he answered.

ZThen the man said, “Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you
have struggled with God and with humans and have overcome.”

% Jacob said, “Please tell me your name.”
But he replied, “Why do you ask my name?” Then he blessed him there.

3050 Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “Itis because | saw God face to face, and
yet my life was spared.”

®'The sunrose above himas he passed Peniel, and he was limping because of his hip.
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