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THIS WEEK’S MESSAGE: 

Finding Our Way through the Wilderness: 
Walking by Faith

Numbers 13:25-14:19 (NIV)

25 At the end of forty days they returned from exploring the land.

Report on the Exploration
26 They came back to Moses and Aaron and the whole Israelite community at 
Kadesh in the Desert of Paran. There they reported to them and to the whole 
assembly and showed them the fruit of the land. 27 They gave Moses this ac-
count: “We went into the land to which you sent us, and it does flow with milk 
and honey! Here is its fruit. 28 But the people who live there are powerful, 
and the cities are fortified and very large. We even saw descendants of Anak 
there. 29 The Amalekites live in the Negev; the Hittites, Jebusites and Amor-
ites live in the hill country; and the Canaanites live near the sea and along the 
Jordan.”
30 Then Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said, “We should go up 
and take possession of the land, for we can certainly do it.”
31 But the men who had gone up with him said, “We can’t attack those people; 
they are stronger than we are.” 32 And they spread among the Israelites a bad
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a bad report about the land they had explored. They said, “The land we ex-
plored devours those living in it. All the people we saw there are of great 
size. 33 We saw the Nephilim there (the descendants of Anak come from the 
Nephilim). We seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we looked the 
same to them.”

The People Rebel

14 That night all the members of the community raised their voices and wept 
aloud. 2 All the Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron, and the whole 
assembly said to them, “If only we had died in Egypt! Or in this wilderness! 3 
Why is the LORD bringing us to this land only to let us fall by the sword? Our 
wives and children will be taken as plunder. Wouldn’t it be better for us to go 
back to Egypt?” 4 And they said to each other, “We should choose a leader and 
go back to Egypt.”
5 Then Moses and Aaron fell facedown in front of the whole Israelite assembly 
gathered there. 6 Joshua son of Nun and Caleb son of Jephunneh, who were 
among those who had explored the land, tore their clothes 7 and said to the 
entire Israelite assembly, “The land we passed through and explored is ex-
ceedingly good. 8 If the LORD is pleased with us, he will lead us into that land, 
a land flowing with milk and honey, and will give it to us. 9 Only do not rebel 
against the LORD. And do not be afraid of the people of the land, because we 
will devour them. Their protection is gone, but the LORD is with us. Do not be 
afraid of them.”
10 But the whole assembly talked about stoning them. Then the glory of the 
LORD appeared at the tent of meeting to all the Israelites. 11 The LORD said to 
Moses, “How long will these people treat me with contempt? How long will 
they refuse to believe in me, in spite of all the signs I have performed among 
them? 12 I will strike them down with a plague and destroy them, but I will 
make you into a nation greater and stronger than they.”
13 Moses said to the LORD, “Then the Egyptians will hear about it! By your 
power you brought these people up from among them. 14 And they will tell the 
inhabitants of this land about it. They have already heard that you, LORD, are 
with these people and that you, LORD, have been seen face to face, that your 
cloud stays over them, and that you go before them in a pillar of cloud by day 
and a pillar of fire by night. 15 If you put all these people to death, leaving none 
alive, the nations who have heard this report about you will say, 16 ‘The LORD 
was not able to bring these people into the land he promised them on oath, so 
he slaughtered them in the wilderness.’
17 “Now may the Lord’s strength be displayed, just as you have declared: 18 ‘The 
LORD is slow to anger, abounding in love and forgiving sin and rebellion. Yet 
he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he punishes the children for the sin 
of the parents to the third and fourth generation.’ 19 In accordance with your 
great love, forgive the sin of these people, just as you have pardoned them 
from the time they left Egypt until now.”


